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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

P.O. Box 69

Barrow, Alaska 99723
Phone: 907 852-0200
Fax: 907 852-0337

Kaktovik Water Incident Management Team
Operational Update — September 15, 2026 12:00

The Do Not Drink the Water notice remains in effect until officially lifted. Kaktovik residents should continue
using an alternative source of water for drinking, cooking, brushing teeth, making ice, and other activities
involving consumption.

New laboratory results received September 14 showed no ethylene glycol or propylene glycol detected above
the laboratory method detection limits in samples collected September 7 from the North and South water
storage tanks, both heating-loop returns, the nanofiltration system, and the water truck. Although these results
are encouraging, the laboratory method detection limits were 12 mg/L for ethylene glycol and 5 mg/L for
propylene glycol. Additional samples were collected September 14, and results are pending.

Additional testing of the water system’s heat exchangersidentified a failed heat exchanger associated with the
North Tank. The failed heat exchanger has been removed from the potable water system, and upgradesare being
planned for all heat exchangers. The response team is also pressure-testing the reservoir heating-loop piping to
rule out other potential sources of contamination.

The Incident Management Team continues efforts to provide potable water, discharge and replace stored water,
and evaluate treatment options while laboratory testing and investigation continue.

Additional updateswill be provided as new information becomes available.



