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PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
Kaktovik Water Incident Management Team 
Operational Update 

The Do Not Drink the Water no�ce remains in effect un�l officially li�ed. Kaktovik residents should con�nue 
using an alterna�ve source of water for drinking, cooking, brushing teeth, making ice, and other ac�vi�es 
involving consump�on. 

The controlled discharge of the North Tank is complete. Crews have begun cleaning and preparing the tank for 
refilling. Refilling through the pipeline from the lake is scheduled to begin Friday, September 18, and may take 
approximately one week, depending on weather condi�ons. Con�ngency plans are being developed to haul 
addi�onal water if pipeline opera�ons are interrupted. 

Addi�onal water samples collected September 14 have been sent to the laboratory for analysis using lower 
detec�on limits. Results are pending. Response decisions will con�nue to be based on laboratory results, with 
field tes�ng used only as suppor�ng informa�on. 

The failed heat exchanger associated with the North Tank has been removed from the potable water system. 
Pressure tes�ng of the reservoir hea�ng-loop piping is con�nuing to rule out any addi�onal sources of 
contamina�on. The response team is also inspec�ng the water-storage areas and evalua�ng treatment op�ons 
for the water remaining in the South Tank. 

The nanofiltra�on/reverse-osmosis system con�nues to produce potable water. The water truck is approved to 
distribute treated water produced by the system. Kaktovik currently has an adequate supply of potable water 
available in cases of botled water, 5-gallon jugs, and through water-truck distribu�on. 

Addi�onal updates will be provided as laboratory results and other confirmed informa�on become available. 

 


