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After 2020 Fire, Harold Kaveolook School Gym Reopens

KAKTOVIK, Alaska— The North Slope Borough joined the community of Kaktovik to celebrate the
grand opening of the new Harold Kaveolook School gym, a major milestone in the multi-phase
rebuilding of the school that was devastated by a 2020 fire.

“Our schools are the heartbeat of every community, and Harold Kaveolook School has shaped
generations of Kaktovik families,” said North Slope Borough Mayor Josiah Patkotak. “When the 2020
fire destroyed this structure, our people responded with resilience, unity, and determination. Today we
celebrate not just a building, but the spirit of Kaktovik.”

On February 7, 2020, a fire destroyed major portions of the school. Despite —35°F temperatures and
extreme windchill, firefighters and community members worked to salvage what they could. In the
months that followed, students continued learning in temporary spaces while elders, families, and
partners rallied to support them.

The new gym is the first phase of the school rebuild. Future planned phases include additional
classrooms, a cafeteria, library, Iilupiaq language and culture spaces.

The school was established in the early 1950s and later named for respected Ifiupiaq educator Harold
Kaveolook, who championed local education and community pride.
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