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Age, Sex, TBL Immature, ♀  
11.7 m (38’ 4”)  

Mature, ♀  
12.3 m (40’6”)  

 

Immature, ♀  
8.2 m (26.9’)  

 

COD Unknown Orca predation Blunt trauma 

Body Condition Poor Poor Good 
 

Carcass Code III III II 
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Age related color changes known as lens brunescence  (yellow to deep amber) have been previously reported in ageing baleen whales (fin, blue, bowhead 
whales). Cataracts, a clouding of the lens,  are rare in baleen whales with few documented case reports (fin, minke, bowhead whale* (Stimmelmayr 
unpubl.data). We report on novel incidental findings of age related lens color changes and cataracts  (ageing related ; other (e.g. congenital, trauma) in ⅔  
beach cast grey whales (Eschrichtius robustus). Contribution of lens disorders (vision impairment) to Cause of Death (COD) is speculative but should be 
explored.   
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Fig.2a Clear lens  Fig.2b Yellow Lens & cataract Fig.1. Cornea removed lens in situ  


