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An adult female ringed seal (Phoca hispida) was discovered in a traditional Iiupiaqg sig/uag,

or ice cellar, during a 2016 summer archaeological excavation of the Walakpa site, south of

Utqgiagvik. A forensic necropsy was performed to learn the cause of death and to expand our

understanding of the process of mummification in the Arctic. Findings are listed in the table

below, while diagnostic tests on carbon dating, disease agents and stable isotopes are .. N

pending. The 5-6 year old female was likely harvested by a hunter with the copper bullet Key Principles of Natural Mummification:

found in the head. Mummified specimens of pinnipeds are extremely rare and have only Low temperature x Low humidity x Shelter
previously been reported from the Antarctic.

S e n\\ég ‘..__& 1
p— — - v I 1 _): - 4 |I o _ :
--Adult.female Ringed Seal, ~126.cm length = -

N ey

’ Z i o Results - (0)¥:211 wélght Comment .
o . y ; (in % mean
- => values) of
e 37kgRS
| S = - -
= ‘J“_-__ " et ay (
g~ o gl B v ;
e ﬁ_ Age determined at 5-6 years |~ LY e
© ~ byclawrings L
R — ks
* i
R 8
. X
™ 530S

This study is funded by qualified outer continental shelf oil and gas revenues .
by the Coastal Impact Assistance Program, Fish and Wildlife Service, -UI.S:,'
Department of the Interior, as well as the North Slope Borough. e
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