
What Did You Do On Your Summer Vacation? 
Wildlife Interns with the North Slope Borough Department of Wildlife Management 

Leslie Pierce1, Cyd Hanns1, Raphaela Stimmelmayr1, Shane Eaton2, Todd Sformo1, Ryan Klimstra1, Craig George1, Brian Person1, Robert Suydam1, Andy VonDuyke1, Jason Herreman3 and Taqulik Hepa1    
1Department of Wildlife Management, North Slope Borough, Barrow, AK;  2 Present address: Alaska Department of Fish and Game, Anchorage, AK;  3Present address: Alaska Department of Fish and Game, Homer, AK   

Contact information: Leslie.Pierce@north-slope.org 

ABSTRACT 
For the past three summers, the North Slope Borough Department of Wildlife Management 
(NSB-DWM) has provided internship opportunities and mentoring for NSB college students 
interested in working with the DWM in the future. The program has grown from one college 
student working with us in the summer in 2011 to six interns this past summer of 2013. Our 
wildlife interns attend a variety of institutions, including California Polytechnic State University 
in California, Dartmouth College in New Hampshire, Eckerd College in Florida, Fort Lewis 
College in Colorado, Highline Community College in Washington, LƭƛǎŀƑǾƛƪ College in Barrow, 
University of Alaska Anchorage, and University of Alaska Fairbanks. Summer activities that the 
interns were involved with include: stranded marine mammal surveys, subsistence harvest 
sampling of bowhead whale, seal and walrus, bowhead whale data entry, fish survey studies, 
subsistence fishing surveys, polar bear hair snare project, lemming studies, caribou and fox 
aerial surveys, plant sorting for vegetation studies, making bird study skins, and assisting with 
various necropsies that are conducted by our department in response to hunter concerns. The 
interns also participated in outreach activities with K-12 students during summer camps and 
community events, like department tours, tundra walks, wildflower walks, and beach walks. 
The goal of the program is to provide interns an experience rich in field work, subsistence 
harvest documentation and the daily workings of the NSB-DWM.  We hope this program will 
encourage these students to become our next generation of NSB-DWM scientists and 
subsistence-resource specialists. 

Intern Program Objective 
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Future of the Program 
 

To provide students interested in becoming wildlife 
biologists or other subsistence resource 
professionals with experiences in field work and 
subsistence harvest documentation on the North 
Slope, and to encourage students to pursue a career 
with the NSB-DWM in the future. 

The NSB-DWM will continue to work with North Slope college 
interns in the future in order to provide them with field 
experiences and mentorship in an attempt to άgrow our own 
scientists.έ Our recent partnership with UAA/ANSEP will allow 
our internship to be competitive in attracting ANSEP students as 
well. Any interested North Slope students should contact the 
NSB-DWM about these opportunities. 

Lemming Trapping  
Left: Berta and Lynette checking traps; Right: Yosty and 

biologist Ryan Klimstra PIT tagging a lemming 

Subsistence Harvest Sampling 
Biologist Craig George with Nicole K. at bowhead harvest 

Stranded Marine Mammal Surveys 
Clockwise from top left: Ianjon Brower; Teresa Aiken in polar bear track; Nicole 

Kanayurak with washed up capelin; Teresa at Skull Cliffs; Ianjon at lagoon; 

Lynette Hepa tagging seal carcass; Ianjon and polar bear 

Hunter Concern and Sampling Necropsies  
Left to right: Yosty with wildlife veterinarian Raphaela Stimmelmayr; Katie dissecting fish;  

Yosty and Elmer Thompson, Jr. 

Polar Bear Hair Snare Fence 
Clockwise from top left: Yosty at fence; ANSEP intern 

Jesstin Patterson; Ianjon cleaning wire; Yosty, Ianjon 

and Elmer 

Other Activities 
Left to right: Nicole Smith boating to Cooper Island;  Ianjon holding red-throated loon; Berta ready for summer camp kids; 

Jesstin freezing insects; Yosty on aerial survey 
Background photo: Craig George and Todd Sformo checking water chemistry of the Chukchi Sea 
with Sam George and Ashanti Kelly. Photo taken by Leslie Pierce. All other photos taken by NSB-
DWM staff or interns. 

Seal Tagging 
Clockwise from top left: Berta Glenn; logistics liaison Bobby Sarren 

with Ianjon; ANSEP intern Yosty Storms; Bobby, Ianjon and biologist 

Andy Von Dukye 

Fyke Net Fish Surveys  
Clockwise from top left: Biologist Todd Sformo with Katie Roseberry; Ianjon; Todd with Lynette 

Hepa; graduate student Shelly Woods Cotton with Todd and Katie; Teresa; Nicole K. with fyke net. 
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