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ABSTRACT
The North Slope Borough Department of Wildlife Management (NSB-DWM) has increased
outreach efforts to the residents of the NSB, developing greater awareness for studies
concerning subsistence resources. We produce a newsletter twice a year, highlighting current
projects and issues of interest to the public. Details about DWM projects and other projects are
provided on the NSB website (www.north-slope.org/departments/wildlife/). For more time-
sensitive information such as community meetings, public hearings, and real-time wildlife
issues, flyers and emails are distributed broadly, including on DWM’s Facebook page; radio
announcements are aired, and radio call-in shows allow for real-time dialogue and feedback
from residents. Finally, we provide educational opportunities for NSB students as an important
component of our outreach effort. We deliver information to NSB schools, provide guest
speakers, and mentor students on science projects. Scientific exchange programs between
North Slope students and outside research entities, such as Mystic Aquarium and Sitka
WhaleFest/Scientist in Schools, have been successful in allowing young people to learn how
science is used to gain a better understanding of our subsistence resources. These programs are
designed to encourage North Slope students to explore science as a career. The success of this
pilot program is opening the door for similar collaboration with other research entities, such as
Colorado State University. We also provide internship opportunities for NSB college students
interested in working with the DWM in the future. These educational efforts increase student
awareness of subsistence resources and support the NSB in “growing our own scientists.”

Outreach Objectives
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Conclusions/Impacts/Future Outreach Needs

Distribution of Information

Educational Outreach
Two main outreach objectives for NSB-DWM:
 to provide educational materials to NSB
students for awareness of departmental studies
and their value in managing subsistence
resources, and
 to distribute information about subsistence
resources that has been collected by the
Department.

Student Exchange Programs
Exposing NSB students to real-world science related to subsistence resources

NSB-DWM Newsletter
Providing current public interest articles on 

subsistence resources

NSB-DWM Website
Providing detailed information on NSB research 

and issues regarding subsistence resources
www.north-slope.org/departments/wildlife

PSA’s and Public Flyers
Providing immediate information on subsistence 

resources

Community and School Presentations and Field Trips
Providing information to NSB students and residents 

about subsistence resources

Wildlife Internship
Mentoring NSB college student interns to become wildlife 

biologists  or other  subsistence resource related professional

4th grade beach walk

5th grade Eider talk

3rd grade DWM visit

Cutting up seals with high school 
students

Dissecting with middle 
school students

Teacher In-service 
presentation

Mystic Aquarium
Students from Point Lay learn more about beluga whales and marine biology

Sitka WhaleFest
Students from Barrow learn more about marine biology 

Coming in summer 2012: 
Colorado State University College of Veterinary Medicine

Students from Wainwright will learn more about ice seals and health assessment

The NSB-DWM has made great strides in providing information to the residents of the North Slope and
to the public in general. We will continue to improve our outreach by listening and responding to the
NSB residents’ needs. We will also continue to reach out to young people in order to increase their
understanding of subsistence resource management and in an attempt to “grow our own scientists” for
the future of our Department and of the North Slope Borough.
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Barrow Migratory Bird Fair 

3rd grade whale sounds

Todd Sformo and intern 
Katie Roseberry

Craig George and intern 
Nicole Kanayurak 

From Mystic Aquarium’s Making Waves Fall 2011
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