
Help Us Identify Bowhead Whales 

These bowhead whale photographs were taken from aircraft in 2011 during the spring 
migration near Barrow. The purpose of the photo survey is to archive photos for later 
identification in scientific studies. Observers use the shape of the white patch on the chin 
and itiġruġaq (base of fluke), body scars and body length to help identify individual whales. 
The bowhead catalog includes over 18,000 photos taken over the past 30 years.  
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How can you help? 
Try to get good photographs of your harvested whales. An overview of the whale, including 
scarring on the head, back and flukes, is necessary to re-identify them. Include some 
‘landmark’ (like the blowhole) in the photo. We will try to match your harvest photos with 
the catalog of aerial photos. For more information call Craig George at 907-852-0350 or 
email your photos to craig.george@north-slope.org. 

North Slope Borough Department of Wildlife Management, University of Alaska and  
NOAA National Marine Mammal Laboratory 

What are these photos used for?  
These photos are useful for a number of research purposes, including:  a) re-identifying 
whales from past years for population estimation, b) determining if a whale has injuries 
from killer whales and/or fishing & crab gear, c) monitoring whale migration, d) estimating 
how old a whale might be and its growth rate, and e) estimating how often a female calves.  

A good overview of the back of a whale showing scars 
on the head and back.  

Photo of a killer whale bite 
on the flipper or taliġuq of 

a landed bowhead.  

Photo showing rope 
entanglement scars near base 

of fluke or itiġruġaq on a 
whale landed at Barrow.  
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