INTRODUCTION

Bowhead whales migrate from the Bering Sea to the Chukchi and Beaufort Seas, presumably to feed. This
study examined the diet of bowhead whales harvested during 2007-2012. We noted the percentage of
whales feeding and identified prey from bowhead stomachs and/or fecal samples from whales harvested
by the communities on Saint Lawrence Island (Gambell and Savoonga), Barrow, and Kaktovik.

L to R: Sample jar with copepods; stomach with copepods; stomach with
euphausiids, or krill; fecal sample with copepods.

Proportion of Bowhead Whales Feeding

e More whales were feeding near Barrow (92%) than at Kaktovik (54%).

e More whales were feeding near Barrow during the fall (92%) than the spring (10%).

e During spring, more whales were feeding near Saint Lawrence Island (73%) than at Barrow (10%).

e There was no seasonal difference in the proportion of whales feeding near Saint Lawrence Island
(spring 73% vs. fall 75%) .

Bowhead Whale Diet

Chukchi/Beaufort Sea — Barrow

 During the spring, euphausiids, or krill, were the dominant prey.
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 During the fall, copepods were the dominant prey;

however, amphipods also occurred in every sample. DISCUSSION
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