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Ryan Air to provide Freight Service to the North Slope 

April 2, 2020 Utqiaġvik, Alaska: Mayor Harry K. Brower Jr. issued the following statement 
following today’s announcement that North Slope air carrier RavnAir will no longer be able to provide 
service on the North Slope. 

“Regardless if today’s announcement from RavnAir is temporary or long term, it is something that has 
concerned our region and residents for many years.  That is why I am happy to announce today that   we 
have reached an agreement with Ryan Air to provide services to our villages that were impacted by this 
news. We understand the hardship Alaska businesses like Ravn Air are currently facing, and    we 
appreciate their willingness to work with Ryan Air regarding the utilization of their existing facilities on 
the North Slope. Details on facilities use and routes are still being worked out but our hope is to have 
Ryan Air operating in our communities this weekend. 

“We’ve enjoyed working with Mayor Brower and his team, and his heart is in the same place ours ––   
to provide solid, safe and reliable service especially during these turbulent times to the region. We 
are also working with USPS and  NSB  officials  to  ensure  uninterrupted  service  while  abiding  by 
the  State,  Borough  and  Federal  COVID-19  mandates.”  Reported Boyuck Ryan, Ryan Air  Executive 
Chairman. 

“I want our villages  to  know  that  my  administration  is  working  cooperatively  with  federal  
officials and the Governor’s office to ensure essential passenger service, bypass mail  and  freight 
service is maintained to all of our communities during these times of uncertainty and distress,” added 
Mayor Brower. 

Boyuck added: “In  times  like  these,  it’s  not  only  our  moral  obligation  as  a  long-standing  
Alaskan business to step up in our State’s and Region’s time of  need,  it’s  the  Iñupiat  way.  My 
parents raised me the same way Mayor Harry’s did!” 

Mayor Brower added, “While I have no intention of getting our Borough into the airline business, I want 
to ensure our communities that our Search and Rescue resources and Public Works equipment will be 
made available in the event of any emergency that impacts the supply chain of the delivery of medicine 
and supplies to all of our communities.  May God bless you all during this  pandemic, and please keep 
our Region and State in your prayers.” 
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