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At the ninth meeting of the U.S.-Russia Polar Bear Commission held by teleconference on
December 13/14, 2017, the United States and Russian Federation Sections:

1. unanimously approved the recommendation of the Scientific Working Group to not
change the sustainable harvest level at this time.

2. unanimously approved the new United States nominees to the Scientific Working

Group.
Commissioners from the Russian Commissioners from the United States
Federation Section Section
Lot ed—
Amirkhan Amirkhanov - Gre, katiiec
Sergey Kavry Charles Brower

Date: December 19, 2017



Report of the Ninth Mecting of the U.S.-Russia Polar Bear
Commission December 13/14, 2017

By teleconference

The ninth meeting of the U.S.-Russia Polar Bear Commission (hereafter. "Commission")
took place December 13/14, 2017 by teleconference. The ninth meeting included
discussion on upcoming Commission meetings to consider new scientific information that
is anlicipated being made available in 2018; therefore, a scientific ‘workshop is being
planned for February 2018, and a Scientific Working Group (“SWG™) and the Commission
meetings in July 2018.

The ninth Commission meeting was attended by all four members of the Commission
(Amirkimn Amirkhanov, Sergei Kavry, Greg Sickaniec, and Charles Brower) and
their respective delegates (Appendix 1). The Commission is responsible for
implementation of the Agreement benveen the Government of the United States of America
and the Government of the Russian Federation on the Conservation and Management of
the Alaska-Chukotka Polar Bear Population (hereafier, "Agreement”).

Commissioner Amirkhanov opened the meeting by welcoming the American and
Russian participants. He acknowledged good work belween the U.S. and Russian
specialists and particularly highlighted the work on Wrangel !sland and a desire to make it
ensicr. He said that President Putin made this the year of conservation, so there is
increased emphasis on the polar bear work. He expressed thanks to the Government of
Chukotka for their help in organizing a useful meeting over the past year and expressed
hope that the useful work between Alasks and Chukotka will continue into the next year
and emphasized the importance of taking into consideration the native people from both
sides.

Commissioner Sickaniec’s statement:

» We appreciate the flexibility of the Russian Federation and Native people in Russia
in scheduling the SWG workshop and next meetings of the SWG and the
Commission to allow for full consideration of this signilicant new scientific
information.

» Today's call provides an opportunity for us to check-in on the status of
implementation, the proposed schedule for the work of the Commission and SWG
over lhe next year, and to hear from our scientific advisors on the annual
sustainable harvest level, consistent with the Agreement.

e At the November 2016 Commission meeling we were encouraged to hear of the
Russian Federation’s intention lo authorize a legal harvest as a way (o better
muanage and track the taking of polar bears and to provide for the subsistence needs
of Russian Native people.

e We were also excited to hear about the work planned by the SWG to review and
analyze the new scientific information on the stntus of the Alaska- Chuktoka
population, and supported:

o ensuring that the SWG had sufficient lime to review lhe available
information and prepare a comprehensive report,



o allowing suflicient time for translation of that report and for the US and
Russian delegations to consider the new information, and

o allowing sufficient time for the Commissioners to identify appropriate
management actions in light of this significant new information.

«  We also wish to provide an update on our work to establish a new Alaska Native
co-management partner willing and able to implement local and regional polar bear
harvest management.

Commissioner Kavry's statement:

YBaxaeMble KomitecHonepnt AMupxanon, Siekaniec u Brower.

Ypanaensic npirnawennsie i uabnogarenn. Bupauaio GnaropapHocTs seeM
JAHHTEPECOBAHHBIM CTOPOHAM, CACNABLUHM YCHIIHS JUIA TOTO, 4ToObl NPOBECTH ABHHYIO
TenckoH(iepenuno. OTNeuy BIKIOCTL BLINONHATL 06A3aTENLCTRA [TpasuTenseTpamy
Poccun 1 CLUA, nponucannbix B Cornawenuy 2000 roza, 8 4aCTHOCTA npasa KOPEHHBIM
wuTensm YyKoTKH 1t AfsckH HenonkosaTh Genoro Mezsen B TPANHLHOHHOM YKIane
i3, Mol nprpsiekacs 0co60C BUHMANIE K NPABHILIOMY, PABHOMY H CNPaBE/UIHBOMY
nozxeAay Npit 06CYMACHHN KBOTSI 111 10GLIMY, B TOM 'HCAE HICXOAA HI yUETa ABYX
MOMYNAUHI, KAK HA AJIICKE. TAKOKE 1 ¢ YUETOM ABYX NONYIHLHK HA Uykorke.

HeoBx0AHMO OTMETHTE ¥ NPH3HATL MHOTOBEKVROT ONLIT NPIPOAONOALIOBAHHA
KOpeHHLIX HAPOIOB K KYALTYPbl COXpaHEHHA Benoro measeasn. TakKe B COBpPEMERoe
BpeMst NpakTHueckan paboTa HaykH B HCCNEAOBANHH Genoro menpens uaeer Gonbluoi
ONLIT 24 NIOCHCAHHE Fofibl, KOTOpas Aret Bonee TOUNOE COCTOANHE 4YKOTCKO-&JIACKHHCKOR
nonyssty. braroaaps ycepanio moaeii nayunoii paboueit rpynnsi 0N KONIeraM
oTkpsisuercs Gonee noapobuad KAPTHHA KU, NOBEACHUA, nphcnocobnsemocth enoro
senseasn. MuTepee kopelitbix skirreneil o4eHb OrpoMHLIiL, 5 CPABHEHIH TPOBEACHUBIX
JICCNE0BAN I B NPOILNCA, HACTOANUIEM B NAANE BAHANIA OLICTPO MEHSIOWErocs MHpa H
NOHIIMAIKS KAK COXPAHHTL HE TOJILKO BHA, HO H €ro MeCTa obutauns. Ects Toephas
YBepeHIocTh B TOM, UTOGK! rOCYapCTEa ACANE NPOrPECCHBILIC Wark K COBMECTHOMY
yNpasiennio cCoXpateiiHg 1 HCAoLI0BAHHA HYKQTCKO-AIACKHICKOR NONYJNAUHH, H
KOPEHHBLIC HKTENN MHOTO CACHANY JNA ITOTO, paboTas € WIITERAMH It BCCAMY
JANITTCPCCOBANULIMK CTOPOHAMH HAWEID PEFHONA. NPOBOAAT CORPEMCHHLIC H
Tpagnionisie uabmoaeH s, NPEAYNPENAas # NPEAOTEPAIAN KOH(MINKTHLIE BCTPEYH,
COXPAIINA N3 1 3I0POBLE HEJIOBEKA 11 Genoro Measens.

[Mpowy npossuTs ycuaua k Gonee Teciomy B3aHMOMEHCTBIO H COTPYAHHYECTBY
JenepanLHLIX, PErHOHANLULIX BAACTEN € MUTERAMH UykoTku H Andcku B oBnact
cenitiiapos, oBMeta ONbITOM MEN/LY HAPOAAMH (i KyALTYPbI SHAMHMOTO JUIR HAC
KUBOTHOFO.

B nannoii Teackondepeiiin 0KHAIO YTEEPANTD TEMBI obcyxaenna wist Oyayuero
sacenatns HPI ¢ (oMuceHy, & TakKe He MENSThL HILHEro H3 TOr0, 4TO Obi10 ZOCTHIHYTO
1 NPOLWILIX 3aCEAAHNHAX.

C yBazkeHHeM,

Komuccitonep P Poccnficko-AMepiRaucgoil KOMICCHI Mo Genomy measenio Cepredt



Kanpul

Google translate version:
Dear Commissioners Amirkhanov. Siekaniec and Brower.

Dear invited guests and observers. Thanks to all interested parties, making efforts to
conduct this teleconference. | would like to note the importance of the implementation of
the obligations the Governments of Russia and the United States, prescribed in the
agreement of the year 2000, in particular the rights of the indigenous inhabitants of
Chukotka and Alaska use polar bear in a traditional way of life, We draw particular
attention to the right, equal and equitable approach in discussing quotas, including on the
two populations, both in Alaska. and also taking into account two population in Chukotka.

It is necessary 1o note and acknowledge the centuries-old experience of nature use of
indigenous peoples and cultural preservation of the polar bear. Also in modemn times the
practical work of science in the study of polar bear has extensive experience over the past
years. which gives a more accurate State Chukchi-olfering Alaskan populations. Thanks to
the diligence of the people the scientific working group and their colleagues offer a more
detailed picture of life. conduct. adeptation of a polar bear. Interest of indigenous residents
very huge, in comparison of the studies in the past. the present in terms of the impact ofa
rapidly changing world and an understanding ol how to save not only the appearance, but
also its Habitat. There is a strong belief that States have made progressive sleps towards
joint management of the conservation and utilization of Chukchi-offering Alaskan
populations. and indigenous people have done a lot for this, working with the residents and
all interested Parlies in our region. conducting modern and traditional monitoring, alerling
and preventing conflict meeting, preserving human life and health and the polar bear.

Ask to demonstrate efforts towards closer interaction and coaperation of the Federal,
regional authorities with residents of the Chukotka and Alaska in the field seminars, the
exchange of experiences between peoples and cullure meaningful Lo us.

[n this teleconference expect to approve discussion topics for future meetings of the GNR
and the Commission, as weil as not to change anything of’ what has been achieved at the
lasl meeting.

With Kind regords.

Commissioner of the RUSSIAN FEDERATION the Russian-American Commission on
polar bear Sergey Qawra

Commissioner Brower's statement;
Greetings Commissioners Siekaniec, Armikhanov, fellow co-Chairman Kavry.

Welcome observers and delegates. | too am pleased that the Russian Federation intends to
authorize a legal harvest (has not the Russian Federation declared for the last several years
they are working lowards management ol a harvest in Russia) This is one of the primary
reasons we entered into discussions between the Alaska Nanuug Commission and the
Association of Traditional Marine Mammal Hunters of Chukotka in January of 2008 that
ultimately resulted in the establishment of this bilaieral agreement for the conservation of
polar bears.

The second primary reason was Lo establish a democratic process for the management of



the shared Chukchi population avoiding full federal management of the species solely by
the Federal Government. | am pleased that efforts by our regional organizations and our
federally recognized tribes have begun the process to building a new co-management
entity to represent the interes, traditions and needs of the Native peopie of Alaska.

It is crucial that western scientific strategies. and the observations, understandings,
concerns and methods of Alaska's first environmental stewards, Alaska's lndigenous
people arc properly integrated into any management syslem. | too support our attempts 1o
separate meetings between our advising body. the Scientist Working Group and we the
Commission. This will allow for adequate time o properly assess and integrate the
information into our proceedings. The next few years will be crucial for co-management
and our communities that rely on the continued adequate harvest of polar bears.

Agenda item: Introduction of delegates and Observers: see list of attendees in
Appendix 1. Agenda item: Briefings by co-chairs of the Scientific Working Group
(SWQG)

Dr. Eric Regher: Recommendations to the Commission are underlined.

» Greelings to the Commissioners, delegations, and observers. My name is Eric
Regehr. I'm the American co-chair of the US-Russia Polar Bear Scientific Working
Group. I'd like to provide a briel statement on behalf of the SWG. including the
group’s recommendation on sustainnble harvest level. Following my comments, we
will hear from Dr. Belikov. the Russian co-chair of the SWG.

s Al present, the primary task of the SWG is to consider all available information for
the Alaska-Chukotka polar bear population—including new information on
population size and vital rates that was discussed at this 2016 Commission
meeting-—and 1o develop updated recommendations on sustainable harvest level.
The SWG is approaching this task in a collaborative manner thal reflects input
from all members, as well as a small number of Invited Specialists with relevant
expertise. Work on the harvest assessment is currently underway. In February
2018, the group will hold a workshop in Moscow, Russia. The result of this work
will be a written harvest assessment report that is provided to the Commission and
others in advance of the next Commission meeting in summer 2018,

« In preparation for today’s meeting. the SWG has reviewed available information on
the status of the Alaska-Chukotka population, for the purpose ol providing an
amual recommendation on sustainable harvest level, as required under the
Agreement. Members of the SWG make the following majority recommendation to
the Conmunission:

o “The SWG recognized that new scientific data is currently in_preparation on
the abundance, movements and distribution. and effects of harvest on the
Alaska-Chukotka polar bear population. This scientific dala is expected to
be ready to inform manapement decisions in 2018, The SWG also
recognized that currently there is no other new scientific data or Traditional

Ecvological Knowledpe thal suggests the need_to change the current estimate




of sustainable harvest level for the Alasks-Chukotka population. Therefore.
the SWG recommends no chanpe to the current sustainable harvest level ol
up to 58 bears per year, of which no more than 1/3 will be female. or to the
multiyear quota sysiem as adopted by the Commission.”

o This majority recommendation was voted for by 12 of 16 members of the
SWG

o Of the four SWG members that did not vote for this majority
recommendation:

= One member did not respond lo requests to participate in the
discussion on sustainable harvest level, and therefore did not vote
= One member abstained from voling due to an agency policy
= One member did not support this recommendation
«  One member did not support this recommendation. and provided the
minarity view that a sustainable harvest level of up to 58 bears per
year is overly conservative and may cause hardship for native
communities. noting that there is confusion over management
boundaries and a need for communication about harvest
management with communities and hunters
o In addition to the recommendation on sustainable harvest level, members of the
SWG make the following consensus recommendation to the Commission regarding
the composition of the SWG:

o “The SWG recommends that James Wilder (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service)
replace Dr. Hilary Cooley (UJ.S. Fish and Wildlife Service) as 8 member of
the American_section of the SWG. and that Dr. Lori Polasek (Alaska
Department of Fish and Game) replace Dr. Bob Small (Alaska Department
of Fish and Game) as 8 member of the American section of the SWG."

o Both uf these replacements are for individuals that have changed jobs and
are no lonper able to serve on the SWG. Therefore. the number of
individuals in the American section of the SWG remains unchanged.

s Thank you for your time and attention. We will now hear {from Dr. Belikov.
Dr. Stanlisluv Belikov:

Recommendations of the Russian section of the Scientific Working Group
to the U.S.-Russia Polar Bear Commission

Dear members of the U.S.-Russia Polar Bear Commission and observers. My name is
Stanislav Belikov and I am. like Dr. Regehr. a co-chair of the Scientific Working Group
(SWG). established by decision ol the Commission it 2010. One of the main tasks of the
SWG is preparation of the annual recommendation to the Commission on a sustainable

harvest level of the Alaska-Chukotka polar bear population based on available scientific



information and Traditional Ecological Knowledge of indigenous peoples of Chukotka and
Alaska.

Al the last meeting in 2016 the SWG recommended the Commission sustainable
harvest level of the Alaska-Chukotka polar bear population in 58 individuals, while the
harvest of females should not exceed one-third. Six out of cight members of the Russian
section of the SWG (including the co-chair) believe, that at present there are no new data that
would call into question this recommendation. The most of the U.S. section of the SWG share
the same opinion. what lollows from the report ol Dr. Regehr. which you’ve just heard.

On this basis. the Russian SWG members participating in the discussion support the
following recommendation of the Commission: “The SWG recopnized that new scientific
data is curremly in preparation on the abundance, movements and distribution, and effects of
harvest on the Alaska-Chukotka polar bear population. This scientific data is expected to be
ready to inform management decisions in 2018. The SWG also recognized that currently
there is no other new scientific data or Traditional Ecological Knowledge that suggests the
nced 1o change the current estimate of sustainable harvest level for the Alaska-Chukotka
population. Therefore. the SWG recommends no change to the current sustainable harvest
level of up to 58 bears per year. of which no more thun 173 will be female, or to the multiyear

quota systemn as adopted by the Commission.”
"Thank you for your attention

Stanislav Belikov

Agendn item: Determination of the Alaska-Chukotka polar bear population’s annual
sustainable harvest level

Russian Federation update on implementation of Agreement

Commissioner Amirkhanov noted that the Russians are currently involved in intensive
work with the other polar bear Range States. He agreed with the statement of the SWG that
no change to the sustainable harvest level is warranted at this time. He noted that he has had a
meeting with the Governor of Chukotka to discuss implementing the agreement. and that
more meetings are 1o come. He also discussed the possibility of holding the next Commission
meeting in Chukotka. if the U.S. will agree. He said he felt it was important to have a meeting
in Chukotka as there had not been one held there belore. He expressed his interest in hearing
more about the new Alaskan Native Organization that has formed to co-manage polar bears
in the U.S.. and noted that he would like to sce a continuation of the close relationship
between the Native partners in the U.S. and Russia.

U.S. update on implementation of Agreement



Mary Colligan made the foliowing statements:

e Al the November 2016 meeting of the Commission we notified the Commission that
the Fish and Wildlife Service was no longer able 1o provide continued funding and
support to the Alaska Nanuuq Commission and that we were actively seeking a new
Alaska Native co-management pariner.

e We shared with the Commission that it was our goal to have a new partner identified
in 2017 so that they could proceed with establishing a program of locally enforceable
ordinances for polar bear harvest management.

o We further notified the Commission that it was our intention Lo issuc regulations
addressing harvest management in 2019, with an anticipated effective date of January
1. 2020.

e A major focus of our efforts over the past year has been working with representatives
from Tribal Governments in villapes that hunt polar bears to establish a new Alaska
Native polar bear co-management partner.

e We are pleased to report that, despite some challenges. a new entity has been formed
to represent the Tribal Governments in Alaska that engage in subsistence taking of
polar bears. We also wish to acknowledge the significant role that the Indigenous
People's Council of Marine Mammals (IPCoMM), an Alaska Native Organization,
played in this elfort,

e The first official meeting of the Alaska Nannut Co-Management Council was held on
14 November.

e  We look forward 1o working domestically with the Alaska Nanuut Co-Management
Council to implement the Agreement and the quota that has been established. as well
as other malters relevant to polar bear conservation.

e As we have discussed at previous Commission meetings, we believe a program of
locally enforceable ordinances for polar bear harvest management, which is supported
by federal regulations, is a key priority for the successful realization of the
Apreement,

Agenda item: Commissioner discussion and decision on SWG Report

The Commissioners unanimously approved the SWG Report and made the following
stalenients.

Commissioner Kavry stated that he was pleased with the proposal to hold the next
Commission meeting in Chukotka. He also stated that he supporls Commissioner
Amirkhanov's recommendation to not change the sustainable harvest level at this time.

Commissioner Brower agreed with the recommendation to not change the suslainable
harvest level ai this time, recognizing that the SWG will continue lo work on a new
recommendation that considers new information before the next Commission meeting.

Commissioner Sickanice concurred with the recommendation to not change the sustainable
harvest level at this time and recognized that all the Commissioners had reached consensus
on this point. He also looks forward to the SWG’s work leading up (o the 2018 Commission
meeling. which will help to resolve some of the issues that still need to be addressed. He
made a motion that the SWG recommendation be accepted by the Commissioners.



Commissioner Brower seconded the motion and the SWG recommendation that no change
be made o the sustainable harvest level was adopted.

Agendn item: Approval of new nominees to SWG

Commissioner Sickanice made a motion that the U.S. nominees lo the SWG be accepted.

Commissioner Brower seconded the motion, which was adopted by the Commissioners.

Agenda item: Commission discussion of organizational items.

The next meeting of the U.S.-Russia Polar Bear Comimission will take place in the Russian
Federation. with the recommendation that the meeting occur in Chukotka. Final dates and
venues Lo be determined.

Agenda item: Closing business of the Commission,

Commissioner Kavry stated that he will send Russian nominees to the SWG by writing.

Commissioner Siekaniec said that the U.S. appreciated the invitation lor a meeting in
Chukotka and understands and appreciate the value of meeting in Chukotka and would take
that invitation under advisement. He said he would be in contact and conversation shortly
as to whether the U.S. can travel 1o u meeting in Chuktoka in July.
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