






Shawn Carey discussed the funding for the ISC and his concern that the grant was not being 

used to its full potential and funding research projects, which was also done the same the year 

before. Possible projects were discussed for what could be funded in the next year's funding. 

The 2018-2019 Action Plan, provided by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), to 
promote the conservation of Alaska Ice Seal population and the co-management of subsistence 
uses of ice seals in Alaska was discussed. It will be used to help assist the ISC and other 
partners in what their responsibilities are and to help identify what ISC needs to do to fill in the 

gabs. 

The National Marine Mammal Laboratory (NMML) updated the ISC on their research on ice 
seals and the Arctic Waterways Safety Committee. Setting up buffer zones to protect the 
subsistence hunting and that no impacts happen. 

lee Seal Committee Annual Meeting 
The Chair, Billy Adams gave his report on the meetings he attended throughout the year 
pertaining to ice seals and sharing his knowledge to these meetings on ice seals. The Executive 
manager also gave a report on activities relating to ISC. The main issues were the stranding's 
and court decisions on ice seals. 

NOM's Federal Program Officer provided and update on funding, research and projects that 
ISC can apply for and encouraged the full board to participate in the proposal process. 

Reports were given by each regional and hunter representative. They discussed harvest of ice 
seals, weather, and the lack of ice in each of their areas. Research updates were given by the 
local, state and federal partners and no ISC funds were utilized in these projects. 

The Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement for the Marine Mammal Health and 
Stranding Response Program was discussed and asked to consider it for the release of the 
rehabilitated ice seals. Although the Northern Pinniped Unusual Mortality Event is closed out 
the hunters are still concerned that nothing was found to be the cause which is concerning to 
the subsistence communities. They also reported on the stranding and or out of habitat of ice 
seal from December 2017 to May 2018. There was a discussion on how the Ice Seal 
Management Plan and the Ice Seal Action Plan 2018-2019 will intertwine. 

On-going revisions to the ISC website, administered by the NSB DWM, are happening as the ISC 
is notified that: new or revised documents or updated information is available. 
www.north-sloPt:?.org/deQill.!:ments/wildlife-·management/co-man�T1enl-organizations/ice··seal-·committee 
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